Introduction

Hare Krishna.

Thank you for your interest in the Hare Krishna @&aynSchool program. By
purchasing this introductory package you have tdkeriirst step in starting your own
branch of the worldwide community of Hare Krishnan8ay Schools. From Philadelphia
to Los Angeles to New South Wales to Brisbane, ithig-year curriculum now spans six
continents teaching children Krishna consciousimeasfun, age-appropriate manner.

Because this program exemplifies to students dipahevay to apply Krishna
consciousness to their daily lives, many parergsaso becoming enlivened to modify
their lifestyle to accommodate the spiritual adwament of their children. In this way,
ISKCON's congregation is expanding around the globe

To begin your Sunday School, we recommend carefaliging the enclosed
material. After determining the age of students wall be teaching, order the
appropriate Sunday school CD. Then follow the sstigns in this package to organize
your first Parent-Teacher meeting. Be sure tozagtithe enclosed countdown list for
advertising your Sunday School, enrolling studesg#ting up your classroom(s), etc.
This convenient checklist will ensure that thetfday of Session One will be a success!

We wish you all the best in your new preaching endd

Sincerely,
Tapasvini dasi
Sangita devi dasi

Hare Krishna Sunday School Office
4218 NW 234 Ave.

Alachua, FL 32615

USA

(386) 462-3404
tapasvini@windstream.net



Sunday School Structure and
Organization

The Sunday School program is structured in the faling way:
Each school year is comprised of FIVE sessions.

Each session is comprised of EIGHT lessons, lasting approximately two months.
Each lesson is approximately ONE hour long.
Each session isindependent of the others.

TheHareKrishna Sunday School Curriculum

The Sunday School curriculum has been developedotade a well-rounded,
hands-on way of learning spiritual values and jicast For most courses, the students
will receive a workbook, which is theirs to keepillfof wonderful stories and activities,
the workbooks are ideally taken home and sharedd alifamily members.

Teacher’s guides are also provided for each cogreg step-by-step
instructions for each lesson. This is a valuaihetsaver for teachers, as well as an
essential tool for inexperienced teachers or velerst

To use the curriculum: On the CDs you will finteacher’s guide and a student
book for most titles. Some courses do NOT havedest booklet, but have the children
making a booklet or project related to the sessibime student booklets can be printed
out — one copy per student. The front cover caprled onto colored card stock paper,
which will serve as a sturdier cover. For varietypose different color covers for each
session.

Age Divisons

Dividing the children into various age groups nmmakeossible to gear the lessons
toward the developmental levels of the childrerc®ise you will need separate rooms
and individual teachers for each group, being &blmake the recommended divisions
will depend upon your resources.

The Sunday School curriculum has been developeiddo age groups. Each age
group has its own set of books designed for thetqodar age. Each group is called one
of Krishna’s names. They are as follows:

Madhava Class 6 - 8 year olds (Grades 1-3)
Damodar Class 9- 11 year olds (Grades 4-6)
Madan M ohan Class 12 - 14 year olds (Grades 7-9)

Children join a group according to their age aay & that class the entire year.
They should not change to a higher age level in the middle of the year.

You may have to be flexible with the age groumsyéver. If you do not have
enough students, teachers or classrooms to becathieide into the suggested age
divisions, broaden the division. Do limit the ag®u will accept, such as 7 to 11, or 9



to 13. If you attempt to teach too broad of an sggn, the younger ones will be lost and
the older students bored.

Class Sessions

One complete year of Sunday School classes cemdifitve two-month sessions.
Having a two-month session allows for a concreteetirame in which to teach a
particular topic, regular opportunities for newistgation, and more frequent reward
incentives for students.

In an eight-week session, Lessons One througl@ixhe academic lessons.
Lesson Seven of the session is reserved for attegtiz. For Lesson Eight, it is
recommended that a field trip be taken or havecaipior simply a fun-and-games day. It
is generally a better plan to keep the seven “eaons together and have the final
lesson day scheduled as the fun day. Tests cegtlr@ed on that day, achievement
awards handed out and it offers a short break lestwessions.

Again, this is flexible. Many temples find thaete is enough material in the
curriculum to require a couple of extra lessonem8& have opted for ten-week sessions
instead of eight-week sessions. When planning gession schedule, remember to take
into account festival days in which you may wantaéocel classes.

Regular classes are not scheduled for summentitmer; many students travel and
attendance is sporadic. If you wish to keep Sur&tahool classes going throughout the
summer, an art or activity class may be the bdatien.

Weekly Class Schedule

Scheduling your class time will depend on the neeukfacilities of your local
temple. You may wish to hold Sunday School claskeasame time as the adult lecture,
thus freeing parents to attend. If that's not ifdlas you may have to schedule your
classes at a different time. Whatever you dotdmnake it as convenient as possible for
the parents, so as to encourage regular attendance.

One hour is sufficient for class time. A long&ass may cause you to lose the
children’s interest.

A different spiritual topic will be covered durimgch two-month session. Some
sessions will have all age groups studying the dapie, only on different levels. Other
sessions will have unrelated topics, exclusiveattheparticular age group.

A student booklet, worksheets and tests, whichrgay copy for your students,
will be provided. Lesson-by-lesson teaching guidiisalso be provided. Teaching
suggestions are given separately by age groupf Yo have a small enrollment, you
may adapt and teach the classes together.

Tuition

There may be some hesitation in charging a fed Isotves practically all of the
problems associated with a free, drop-in classtira. Parents and students are much
more likely to take the program seriously if theysnpay for it. You will see your
attendance increase and become more regular. @gthar attendance, the class can
progress systematically. You will know how manydsnts to expect from week to
week. And most of the financial needs of operatirgSunday School can be covered by
the tuition fee.



The fee can be minimal, for example, $15 per stuger two-month session.
The option of registering for the entire year f@1# savings can be offered. Please do
not set the fee so high that people will be disagad from signing up. Discounts can be
offered for families with 2 or more children ereal in your school.

Registration

Parents are allowed to register their childrery @m specified registration dates.
The two weeks prior to the beginning of a new sessan be designated as the
registration periodNo new registration is per mitted once a session has started.
Anyone wanting to register after a session hasestashould be encouraged to apply for
the next session. This will prevent new studerdsifentering your class in the middle of
a session and disrupting the progression of trescl8e diplomatic if you have someone
wanting to register in mid-session. Explain to plagents that they will get much more
out of their tuition if the children attend the ieatcourse.

Every two months there will be a registration périduition is to be paid at the
time of registration. A handout with Sunday Schiafbrmation and times can be given
to new applicants, along with the Sunday Schoaliregents.

Achievement Awards

To motivate the children to attend regularly, adl\as participate in class,
achievement awards are given at the end of easlosesTo qualify, the student must
have attended at least 6 out of the 8 classesasgkg the final quiz. We grade the final
quizzes very leniently so that children will feehse success and encouragement in
attaining the achievement awards.

In this Introductory Kit you will find a reprodudlie award chart. Itis a very
simple way to mark the children’s progress andvusaal encouragement to the students
throughout the year. The award charts can be glaneseparateSunday School
bulletin board in a visible location.

If you prefer, ribbons can be awarded at the entie@tession, a different color
for each session. Ribbons must be ordered frawwpay shop. The session number
(Session One, Session Two, etc.) and year canitteghon them. Anticipate the date of
the awards ceremony and order the ribbons tworeetiveeks in advance.

Awards Ceremony

Children, like all of us, respond well to encounagat. To praise them in their
Sunday School work, you can schedule a short avca@snony after each session.
Those who qualified for the achievement awardsreaaive them at that time.
“Certificates of Participation” can be given to seowho didn’t qualify but were
registered.

Whatever you do, make it public. The awards aagiteen out in the temple
room during the Sunday Feast or in a smaller gathevith parents. Each age group can
chant the session verse they learned, songs csumige or projects displayed. A public
presentation accomplishes many things. Particigatiudents are encouraged to
continue and are proud of their achievements. Simeday School program itself gains
recognition among the congregation. Finadly parents love to see their child get an
award.




Gaining Support and Participation

Once the structure is in place (classrooms, teacharriculum, times, etc.), all
you need are students. Advertise the Sunday Sdtesdes through your local temple
newsletter. A special mail-out can be sent tpaiknts. Make regular announcements at
the Sunday Feast several weeks before classes begin

Parent-Teacher M eetings

Before you start the Sunday School year, we recemdhthat you hold a meeting
with all interested parents. This meeting candld for the purpose of informing parents
of the goals of Sunday School and the upcominggém(tuition charge, registration,
curriculum, schedule, rules, etc.). Itis alsmadjtime to ask for support from the
parents regarding volunteering their time and foean

Below is a suggested agenda for your parent ngeetiivery temple has its
unique situation, so adjust the agenda accordiryguo local needs.

For your meeting, have on hand the following:

simple refreshments
registration forms
a few copies of the student booklets for the paremsee
handouts showing class times and age groups
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Opening the meeting
Introduce yourself and any other teachers or wekens. You might want to go
around the room and have the parents introducestlees.

Topics to be discussed at the Parent-Teacher Megtin
Sunday School goals
Explain the following goals of the Hare Krishnanflay School:
1. To provide the Vedic literature in a manner in whibe children can appreciate
2. To learn scriptural slokas and stories
3. To teach the practical application of the Krishnasriousness philosophy in their
daily lives. These goals will be met in a fun, dston manner so the children will
enjoy themselves while learning valuable spirikradwledge. We want them to be
proud of their Vedic heritage while providing paseipport through associating with
others of similar beliefs and practices.
Show the parents the booklets that the childréinb&ireceiving as part of their
studies. You may also wish to show them an overdtthe entire program (included in
this introductory package) so they can see thesapiught in our curriculum.

Sunday School Schedule
Explain the overall scheduling of the Sunday Scheol
¢ The school year is divided into five two-month $ess, each session covering a new
topic.
¢ Each session includes one week for a field triptypar fun day.
¢ There are __ age groups



¢ Class times are each Sunday from to . @nilchust be on time.
¢ Where classes will meet

Registration Information

Explain the tuition fees (however you decide tdtde per year or the option of
paying per two-month session). The fees help ctheecost of the program -- copying,
student booklets, art materials, etc.

Explain that registration is opdefore a session starts. Once a session has begun,
parents can register for thext session, not the current one

Suggested Rules and Regulations
¢ Only registered children may attend
¢ Children must be on time for class.
¢ Parents will do their best to see that children glete homework assignments and
bring materials to class.

¢ The registration fee must be paid before the datakl attend class

These rules may sound rigid but are necessargitothe parents! If you are not
strict, you will end up with children dropping i® 3ninutes late, or chasing down people
to have them pay their tuition, etc. Set yourswdad stick by them. Post them outside
the classroom on a bulletin board so no one camhegydidn’t know.

Volunteers

Now is a great time to ask for help. You may nsegheone to help with
registration, classroom preparation, a bake saltufaraising, calling congregational
members with children to inform them of Sunday Sdhetc.

Parents can also be guest speakers in certaiorsges$-or example, you may
invite a parent to speak about his pilgrimage toyafar during the session about Lord
Chaitanya, or ask a senior disciple of Srila Prgialoa to speak about his or her personal
association with His Divine Grace. You may haveateers who would like to teach a
class on a particular art or skill.

It might be a good idea to wait until you haveuacessful session before you ask
for direct financial support. Let them see sonsilts before asking for money. For now
you can have an itemized list of needed classragplies and their costs listed and ask
if anyone would like to help purchase some of thgpéies.

Suggestions:

Ask the parents if they have any suggestions othamy they would like to add to
the meeting. They may have some ideas of topegwould like to see covered or skills
taught. Listen to their ideas and implement thedgones, if possible. This is a time to
get to know each other and establish good commiuimicand cooperation.

End the meeting by thanking them for their inteeasl take time to individually
speak with each parent. Have the registration $aawailable for those who would like to
enroll their children. Give handouts to everyorithyertinent information and a contact
phone number.



Advertising and Publicity

A Sunday School program is a very potent preacpiogect. It extends far
beyond the children in the classroom. To fullyizei this preaching tool, the Sunday
School program should be a very visible and vibpamt of the community.

Here are some ways to maintain enthusiasm andsuigp your local program:
» Have aseparatebulletin board for the Sunday School in a promiriecation. It can
be used to display achievement awards, schoolstuklent photos, or students’
artwork. It should also display registration infation. Change the display
regularly.
Choose a “student of the month” who is featuredhenbulletin board, at the Sunday
Feast or in the temple newsletter.
Make regular announcements about Sunday Scho@ciedy for registration dates.
Have regular awards ceremonies in the temple roowhich children participate by
chanting verses, etc.
Institute an “extra verse club” in which studengs gxtra credit for learning slokas.
Members of this club have their names posted dmaa on the Sunday School
bulletin board with the verses they have mastered.
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Fund Raising Ideas

In addition to your tuition fee, you will probabliyd it necessary to raise some
supplementary funds to cover the cost of art materclassroom supplies, sports and
game equipment for the field trips, etc. A litthoney will go a long way if you make
careful decisions on what to purchase.

Bake Sales

Bake sales are a good way to raise smaller amofimt®ney. On large festival
days, such as Janmastami, Govardhan Puja, RamanNaral Diwali, they can be quite
profitable. Try to get the different parents tottdute items to sell so you won'’t be
stuck with all the work. Someone can make cupcat@skies, donuts, and bread --
whatever you think will sell. Pizza is a good momeker but a lot of work. The older
children love to help with bake sales, so be suengage them in setting up and running
the booth. They can be of great assistance agetstthem more involved in their own
Sunday School program.

Performances

Any sort of public performance you do for the cagation can also be an
opportunity to raise funds. When the children perf a play, everyone enjoys it. Make
a simple announcement after the play, saying tteathildren will be collecting
donations for the Sunday School to support thenaragand fund more dramas. Then the
children carpolitely anddiscreetly collect donations. Make sure the children arebed
how to do this nicely or the public will not appiae it. Perhaps they can simply stand
near the temple exit with a donation box.



Announcements

We suggest you regularly make announcements dtestiyal times and Sunday
Feasts informing members and giving reports admuBunday School. You want to
raise the awareness of the program and make it kiloat it is a vital part of the Sunday
Feast. When members are already familiar with 8yr&thool you can easily make a
public request for certain classroom materials;hieds supplies, office equipment or
donations. It's nice to follow up significant doiats with thank-you cards or a personal
phone call.

Children’s Day

Once or twice a year, entertainment at the SuR@agt can be provided by the
Sunday School students. Advertise in advanceteddsof the regular Sunday Feast
lecture, the children can give a performance. &esltone class can perform a short play,
another class can recite a verse, another classigia song, perform a puppet show,
etc. You may want to start with a kirtan perforngastudents from all classes. (It is best
to rehearse this first.) Also, on “Children’s Dagn Open House of the classrooms can
be held, or have a display of the student’s artwpdetry, homework, and writings set

up.

The children can operate a bake sale table, amnation table (with Sunday
School handouts and registration available) andreation table. The children may also
serve out the Sunday Feast. If you have a godankieader, he or she could lead the
Sunday kirtan. Have the children do as much asilples working out in advance who
will do what.

Crafts
At one of our Sunday Schools, the children madekbwrks as a session project.
They were nice enough to sell and they found tigegaling them at regular intervals
they could raise enough money to pay for theidfteps. At another, students used
fabric paint and decorated bead bags. They wddeasthe temple store and the
proceeds used for art supplies. Similarly, varionadt items can be made and sold at the
Sunday Feasts.

Carnivals
If you are even more ambitious, you could spongérishna Carnival. This
would be a big event done just for the childremck&ts for game booths, food booths,
etc. are sold and children have chances to wirept the different game booths. This
has been done successfully in a few temples. rdomstmber, it must be well organized to
be successful.
Wish Lists
Occasionally, you can send “wish lists” home wifth children, listing various
items that the Sunday School needs. Parents catalitems or help the school
purchase what’'s needed.

These ideas all require extra effort, but remembeinvolve the parents as much as
possible. The more the parents participate, therentihey will appreciate your work
and feel they are an integral part of the programlt requires one person to organize
and oversee such events, so delegate as much aegmonsibilities as you can.






Follow the checklist below to get your Sunday Sohoff to an organized start.

“Ready to go” Checklist

[0 Deciding on your weekly class schedule (how many age groups, class
hours, etc.)

Making weekly announcements at the Sunday Feasts

Placing posters and take-home flyers near the temple entrance

Placing an article about Sunday School with the necessary information
in your temple newsletter

00 Arranging with temple authorities for needed classroom space

0 Have a teacher for each age group lined up

O o0Ono

Five weeks to go! You should be:

O Continuing your Sunday Feast announcements

0 Announcing dates for registration

O Putting posters and handouts near the temple entrance with details of
age groups, class times and dates

Printing registration forms with tuition information

Making a list of necessary classroom items

Setting a date for a parent-teacher meeting and making agenda

Oo0Od

You should already have:

* classroom space reserved

* teachers for each age group
* age groups decided

* class times decided

Four weeks to go! You should be:

O Continuing your Sunday Feast announcements -- now announcing
dates for registration

O Getting material ready to set up a registration table at the feast
beginning next Sunday (signs, registration forms, information handouts)

0 Announcing and calling interested members with children for a parent-

teacher meeting

Making copies of the teacher’s guides and giving them to each teacher

Reviewing the first session’s curriculum

|



You should already have:

* classroom space reserved

* teachers for each age group

* age groups decided

* class times decided

* registration forms printed

* classroom supply list

* parent-teacher meeting date set

Three weeks to go! You should be:

0 Reviewing the session’s teacher’s guide and ordering any special
books, tapes or special project materials required for classes

0 Continuing your Sunday Feast announcements -- now announcing that
registration is being accepted

[0 Setting up a table and taking registration each Sunday until the
opening day

0 Announcing and calling interested members with children for a parent-
teacher meeting

U Purchasing classroom supplies and getting the classroom ready

You should already have:

* classroom space reserved

* teachers for each age group

* age groups and class times decided

* registration information available

» parent-teacher meeting date set and agenda
outlined

* curriculum reviewed

Two weeks to go! You should be:

[0 Setting up a registration table during the Sunday Feasts

[0 Continuing announcements about registration and parent - teacher
meeting (make sure you give the deadline for registration)

U Preparing agenda for parent - teacher meeting, which you should
during the week or next Sunday

[ Getting the classrooms in order7

[0 Printing up attendance sheets for the different age groups

You should already have:
» parent-teacher meeting date set and agenda outlined
* curriculum reviewed and special materials ordered
* classroom supplies purchased



One week to go! You should be:

[0 Setting up a registration table during the Sunday Feasts

0 Continuing announcements about registration (make sure you give the
deadline for registration)

0 Copying the student booklets for all registered children (you may want
to copy a few extra for late registrants)

[ Filling out attendance forms with registered children’s names

[0 Reviewing the first lesson and getting all materials ready for that
lesson

O Getting any final preparations ready for the classroom

0 Making sure other teachers are prepared for their classes

Good luck on your first day and don’t forget thegnimnportant thing -- HAVE FUN!!!
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On the following pages you will find a
sample registration form, parent mail-
out or newletter article, attendance
sheet and Achievement Award Chart.
These handy forms can be used as is
or adjusted to suit the needs of your
local program.
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HARE KRISHNA SUNDAY SCHOOL
International Society for Krishna Consciousness
Founder-acharya: His Divine Grace A. C. BhaktivedeéSwami Prabhupada

Annual Reqgistration Form
(Fill out one form per child)

Child’s Name

Age Birthday

Father's Name

Mother’'s Name

Address

Zip code

Telephone Number (Home)

(Work)

Does your child have any hobbies or special intefes

Does your child have any special medical needsheald be aware of?

Registration fee ($65 per year or $15 per two-inaeission):
O $50 (Entire Year) $15 (Session One)
$15 (Session Two)
$15 (Session Three)
$15 (Session Four)
$15 (Session Five)

aaaaa
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Dear Parents,

Would you like to have your children learn the Medulture in a fun-filled,
hands-on atmosphere? If yes, then bring themetditre Krishna Sunday School. The
Hare Krishna Temple of Alachua is now offering Samdlasses for children ages 3
through 14. Lessons are based on the BhagavadWpigmishads, Srimad Bhagavatam
and other Vedic literatures. The Sunday Schodjjamnm is designed to give the children
a rich experience of our great culture and incel@athem a respect and pride for our
Vedic heritage.

When do classes begin?
Sunday, September 14

What time?
Classes will be held from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Where?
In the gurukula building.

What classes are taught?

Children will learn a variety of spirtual topiceciuding “Devotional Practices,”
“What Makes Someone Bhagavan?” “The Material Warld the Spiritual Sky,”
“Who Am 1?” “Bhagavad Gita,” “Vaishnava Behavioghd “Animals in the
Vedas,"to name a few.

How do we sign up?
Fill out the enclosed registration form and maihior register on Sundays from
August 15 to September 7 at the Sunday Schoa talikide the temple.

Registration | nfor mation

* One Sunday School session lasts 2 months. Ther® sessions per year.

* Reqgistration fees are $15 per child per sessidd f@ithe second+ child.

* No new registration is allowed in the middle ofession. Parents can enroll
their children for the following session.

* Registration forms and fees MUST be received bye$eper 7 for enroliment
in the first session. If registering by mail, @eanclude payment with the
registration form.

We hope you will take advantage of this opportufotyyour children. Many of
our other ISKCON temples have had great successthgir Sunday School program,
finding that the classes strengthen and reinforegi®/upbringing. The students develop
positive, spiritual friendships with other childrand learn how to make Krishna
Consciousness part of their everyday life. Foremoformation about registration or
classes, please contact Tapasvini devi dasi aB462- We will be happy to answer any
guestions or concerns you may have.
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ATTENDANCE SHEET FOR SESSION
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Using the Achievement Award Chart

The Achievement Award Chart (on the following pprigea visual way to record
progress for each student in the classroom. Vesess an incentive for attendance and
accomplishment. The included chart is designea fiove-session year. If you only
have four sessions per year simply white out ont@é@fribbons” before you make
copies. You can also design your own award chag computer.

To use: Copy one chart per child onto colored stwdk paper. Children can
bring a photo of themselves from home to placenerchart. Their names should be
written underneath.

Set the guidelines you will require for presentavgards. For example, you may
require students to attend 6 out of the 8 lessotisat session and to pass the final quiz
for the session in order to achieve an award.stiident has fulfilled these requirements
at the end of a session, he can color in one afitthens on his chart. (A sticker or
ribbon can be placed on the ribbon picture if yoefgr.)

The charts can be issued to qualifying studentiseaénd of the first session. You
can have them displayed in the beginning of theisesf you think that will increase the
students’ motivation. There are places for five @sa This is designed for a five-
session school year. If a student fills his awdrdrt, a special reward or trophy can be
given. If a student does not fill his chart contelg, it can be continued next year. All is
not lost at the end of the year!

The charts should be displayed in the classrooat@ilway -- somewhere the
children can see them but where they cannot beayest They should not be taken
home.

Extra-credit projects can be added that will beareled with extra stickers.
Stickers can be placed anywhere on the charts.ihisotivate the children to do
independent devotional work. Make the projectdlehging and fun and students will
respond wonderfully.

See Page 5 of the administrative guide for tipsading an awards ceremony.
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